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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7-16, 18-20 and 27-30 are allowed. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07 May 
2004 has been entered. 

Examiner's amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Christopher M. Humphrey on 15 September 2004. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
Amendment to the claims is set forth beginning on page 3. 
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In the claims 

Replace the pending list of claims with the following list of claims: 
1 . (Currently Amended) A polymer composition, comprising a mixture of a polymer 
derivative having the structure R-O-POLY-R' and a polymer derivative having the 
structure R-O-POLY-O-R, wherein POLY is a water-soluble and non-peptidic polymer, 
R is alkyl and R' is a functional group A 

wherein POLY is polvfalkvlene glycols), and 

wherein R' is selected from the group consisting of hvdroxvl, mesylate, tosvlate. 
tresvlate. -Q-CO?R^ wherein R^ is H, alkvl or N-succinimidvl. -O-fCHpWCOyR^ wherein 
n is 1-6 and Rs is H, alkvl or N-succinimidvl. -NHR i wherein R t is H oralkvl or an amine 
protecting group. -0-(CH?) n -CH(ZRR)? wherein n is 1-6, and Z is O or S. Rs is H or alkvl. 
Ar-CH=CH-CH=CH-CO?-. wherein Ar represents a moiety selected from the group 
consisting of phenyl, substituted phenyl, biphenvl, substituted biphenyl, polvcvclic arvls. 
substituted polvcvclic arvls. and heterocyclic arvls. -O-fCHArCHO wherein n is 1-6. 
-Q?CCH?CI-bCO?R R , wherein Rr is H or N-succinimidvl. CH?=CH-CO?-. and 
-Q-CH ? -CO ? CH(CH^CH ? COp-NHS. wherein NHS is N-succinimidvl . 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein POLY is poly(ethylene glycol). 

4. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 3, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH20) n -CH 2 CH2-, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

5. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R is methyl. 

6. (Canceled). 
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7. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R' is hydroxyl. 

8. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R' is -O-CO2R3 or 
-0-(CH 2 ) n -C0 2 R3 wherein R3 is H, alkyl or N-succinimidyl. 

9. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R3 is N-succinimidyl. 

10. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R' is -0-(CH 2 ) n -CHO 
wherein n is 1-6. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein R' is 
-0-(CH 2 )n-CH(ZR 5 )2 wherein n is 1-6, and Z is 0 or S, R 5 is H or alkyl. 

12. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein POLY is poly(ethylene 
glycol), R is methyl, and R' is -0-(CH 2 ) n -CHO wherein n is 2. 

13. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 2, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH 2 0) n -CH 2 CH 2 -, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

14. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 , wherein POLY is poly(ethylene 
glycol), R is methyl, and R' is hydroxyl. 

15. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 4, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH 2 0) n -CH 2 CH 2 -, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

16. (Currently Amended) A polymer composition, comprising a polymer derivative 
having the structure R-O-POLY-R' and a polymer derivative having the structure 
R-O-POLY-O-R . wherein POLY is a water-soluble and non-peptidic polymer, R is alkyl 
and R' is -0-(CH 2 ) n -CHO or -0-(CH 2 ) n -CH(ZR5) 2 wherein n is 1-6, and Z is O or S, R 5 is 
H or alkyl, in the absence of HO-POLY-OH . and 

wherein POLY is polv(alkvlene glycols). 
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17. (Canceled). 

1 8. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 6, wherein POLY is polyethylene 
glycol). 

1 9. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 8, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH20)n-CH 2 CH2-, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

20. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 6, wherein R is methyl. 
21-26. (Canceled). 

27. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 1 6, wherein POLY is polyfethylene 
glycol), R is methyl, and R is -0-(CH 2 ) n -CHO wherein n is 2. 

28. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 27, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH 2 0) n -CH 2 CH 2 -, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

29. (Previously Presented) The polymer composition of Claim 1 6, wherein POLY is 
poly(ethylene glycol) and R is methyl. 

30. (Original) The polymer composition of Claim 29, wherein POLY has the formula 
-CH 2 CH 2 -0-( CH 2 CH 2 0) n -CH 2 CH 2 -, where n is from about 8 to about 4000. 

31-50. (Canceled). 
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Reasons for allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
does not disclose or fairly suggest the compositions as now claimed. The rejections 
have been obviated by applicants amendments, accompanying arguments therewith, 
and the examiner's amendments. The instant examiner's amendments more clearly 
define said claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel S. Metzmaier whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0451 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy P. Gulakowski can be reached on (571) 272-1302. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). - 
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Primary Examiner 
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